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I. SUMMARY 
 
• The Mon County Board of Education (BOE) and Superintendent’s Office have not shown due diligence in 
communicating accurate information to the public about school closings and plans for a consolidated new school. 
 
• At initial meetings in November between Board members Joe Statler, Mike Kelly, and Woodburn 
representatives, the Woodburn representatives were asked not to contact Mark Manchin, Director of the School Board 
Authority (SBA), but to let Dr. Devono communicate with him so as to not muddy the waters regarding a grant 
proposal. The Woodburn residents honored that request. When it became clear that decisions were being made 
without public knowledge, three Woodburn representatives met with Dr. Manchin on April 12, 2010, who told them 
it was “late in the game” to be raising these concerns. At this meeting, Woodburn representatives learned that false 
information had been given by BOE President Nancy Walker about SBA required acreage and by Superintendent 
Devono about available monies for next year. (See “Letter to Mon County BOE” from Susan Eason, et. al and 
“Timeline” November and April 12). 
 
• On April 7, 2010, Chris Haddox attended a small meeting in Morgantown to discuss a possible new green 
school in Mon County. Dr. Manchin and Superintendent Devono were present. A large West Virginia contractor was 
also represented--the only contractor present. This meeting took place before the School Building Authority (SBA) 
had approved the BOE proposal. Several times during the meeting, Dr. Manchin expressed his confidence that the 
proposal was all but funded. (See “Timeline” April 7). 
 
• On May 24, Chris Haddox wrote to Dr. Manchin, Dr. Steven Paine, and Mr. David Sneed requesting the full 
BOE grant proposal that had been funded for 8.6 million dollars. As of June 14, 2010, Haddox has not received this 
information in possible violation of state law requiring that information requests be responded to within five days. On 
June 14, Haddox received confirmation from the Assistant to the State Superintendent that his earlier request and his 
follow-up email (June 2, 2010) had been communicated to Dr. Paine. 
 
• On June 3, Superintendent Devono sent home the first communication to Woodburn parents specifically about 
closing and consolidating the school. The only time Superintendent Devono visited Woodburn to speak about the 
closing was at the request of the Woodburn Association of Neighbors. This meeting took place on Feb 25, 2010, and 
was not announced to Woodburn parents. (Also see “Information Generated by Concerned Parents,” D). 
 
• At a BOE meeting on June 8, 2010, President Walker shut down public questions. This meeting was attended 
by approximately fifty people. No additional seating was provided. People stood in the hallway and along the 
perimeters of the room. No guidelines were established at the beginning of the meeting or at any other time for how 
discussion would be handled. (see “Timeline” June 8) 
 
• At the same June 8 meeting, architect Ted Shriver presented inaccurate and misleading information to the Board 
and to the public about site selection. An ethics violation has been filed against Mr. Shriver with the West Virginia 
Board of Architecture (See “Complaint Filed”) 
 
• The closure hearings scheduled for June 22 and June 24 appear to be window dressing, with the site decision 
already made, as indicated by comments made by Mike Kelly on the radio June 10. (See “Timeline” June 10) 
 
• In two weeks’ time, over 230 Monongalia residents signed a petition opposed to the Mileground site. The 
petition was presented to the School Board on June 8, but it will not be made part of the CEFP record. At the CEFP 
meeting on May 17, the Board did not announce when the period of public comment would end. The Board voted to 
end public comment at a subsequent Board meeting (minutes not yet available), excluding the petition from the CEFP 
record. 
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II. LETTERS TO BOE  
AND OPEN LETTERS 

 
II. A. Letter from City Council to BOE President Walker 
February 25, 2010  
 
Dear President Nancy A. Walker:  
 
On behalf of Morgantown City Council, I am writing to express concern about plans to close 
Woodburn Elementary School and consolidate with Easton on a site outside of the City. We are 
also concerned about plans to re-shape Suncrest Primary as a pre-K bussed-in-facility rather than 
a Primary School for students who live near to the school.  
 
We feel that it is imperative to educate Woodburn Elementary and Suncrest Primary students at 
their current locations for the following reasons:  

• Each neighborhood school is a major “anchor” of the community.  Many young families 
choose to live in the Woodburn and Suncrest neighborhoods because of the close 
proximity to these schools, as well as the high quality education these schools have 
offered.  These schools are close to where parents work and where families can take 
advantage of 

City services and amenities.  
• It is important to provide elementary and primary school options for families that choose 

an urban lifestyle.  This includes parents who don’t drive a car and those who prefer to 
walk. 

• These schools and their playgrounds serve as common areas for parents and students 
before and after school and during out-of-school time during the summer and weekends. 

• A Healthy Green School begins with students and parents being able to walk to school. 
• Retaining schools in their urban location encourages re-development, neighborhood 

stabilization, and positive community impacts. 
This is an opportunity to develop compact urban schools using an urban scale of development, 
avoiding a sprawl. 
 
We respectfully ask that the Board of Education take time to listen to the needs of the 
communities before making a decision.  

Sincerely,  
Bill Byrne, Mayor 
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II. B. Letter to the Monongalia County Board of Education 
 
Susan Eason, Tom Shamberger, Chris Haddox 
The Monongalia County Board of Education 
13 South High Street 
Morgantown, WV 26501 
 
Dear Dr. Devono and members of the Board of Education, 
 
On Monday, April 12, 2010, three members of the Woodburn Association of Neighbors, Susan 
Eason, Tom Shamberger and Chris Haddox, met with Dr. Mark Manchin of the WV School 
Building Authority (SBA). The purpose of the visit was to gain a better understanding of the 
SBA’s role in working with county Boards of Education that are seeking funding for school 
projects. More specifically, it was to learn what influence the SBA holds over local Boards when 
they are crafting their school projects for submission for SBA consideration. 
 
Over the course of the ninety minute discussion, several things emerged that countered what we 
had been led to believe by different members of our local Board at various meetings around the 
proposed consolidation of Woodburn and Easton Elementary Schools. First, Dr. Manchin 
informed us that the seven-acre site guideline is just that–a guideline. He went over the process 
by which Boards can request waivers to site size guidelines, pointing out that the request can be 
made by a simple letter to the SBA and that the SBA has sole discretion whether to grant the 
wavier. There is no convoluted process involving the WV Board of Education or any other 
entity, as both you and architect Mr. Shriver supposed. Dr. Manchin pointed to examples where 
waivers have been granted. 
 
When asked about the site visit Dr. Manchin made to the Woodburn site, he candidly admitted he 
felt it was a tough site, but allowed that had the Board wished to show how it could develop a 
project on the existing site of 4 acres, a waiver could have been within the realm of possibility. 
This is a very different story than you, specifically Board President Walker, shared with us when 
the message was communicated that Dr. Manchin would not support a school on the current 
Woodburn site as it did not meet the seven acre. 
 
Second, when asked about the Boards message that if it did not submit a plan in this round of 
funding, there would be a high chance of missing an opportunity as next year’s SBA budget 
would be significantly lower, Dr. Manchin indicated that yes, this years funding is about as sure 
a thing as there is. However, there is projected to be another $60-$70 million available in next 
years round and as the SBA wants very much to do a showcase project in Morgantown, and as 
very few Boards in West Virginia have the capacity to pull off such a project, the chances of 
funding would be very high next year as well. 
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When presented with our perception that the SBA’s understanding of sustainable design and 
development is centered on one small component of that process, the building itself, Dr. 
Manchin acknowledged this was the case. He did say that the SBA’s vision is broadening and the 
current vision in no way precludes Boards from bringing forth cutting edge proposals for 
consideration. In fact, the SBA grasps the long term and far reaching impacts of school siting 
decisions on the larger community and believes in community based school approaches as 
identified by numerous entities such as the US Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Council for Educational Facility Planners International. We were left with the distinct impression 
that a proposal from this Board that was crafted in coordination with the City of Morgantown 
Comprehensive Plan, the City of Morgantown Housing Study, the City of Morgantown 
Downtown Strategic Plan, and the MPO/DOH plans for addressing the Mileground traffic 
quagmire would be welcomed. Such a plan could put both this Board and the SBA firmly on the 
path to a cutting edge sustainable design worthy of national exposure. As it stands now, a high 
performance building on a green field site with no walkability will fall way short of that goal. 
 
As Dr. Manchin pointed out multiple times, it is very late in this ballgame to be addressing the 
issues we raised. In his words, “it would have been helpful to have this discussion several 
months ago.” In initial meetings between Board members Statler and Kelly and our Woodburn 
representatives, we were asked to please not contact Dr. Manchin directly, but to let Dr. Devono 
communication with him so as to not muddy the waters and we honored that request. In 
hindsight, there was too much at stake to not have our own dialogue with Dr. Manchin. 
 
In closing we request that the Board take the current proposal off the table, request a planning 
grant from the SBA and spend the next six months preparing a new proposal for a school that is 
based in an existing residential community, is pedestrian accessible and that is conceived in 
coordination with the aforementioned planning processes. This proposal can be submitted to the 
November 2010 funding round. 
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II. C. Letter to School Building Authority of WV: “No school on the Mileground” 

by Susan Eason 
School Building Authority of West Virginia 
2300 Kanawha Boulevard, East 
Charleston, WV 25311-2306 
 
To Members of the School Building Authority: 
 
As you are gathering to consider school construction proposals pursuing “green” funding, I want 
to make one last effort to highlight what a poor site location the proposed Mon BOE green 
elementary school site is. The Mon BOE has a proposal before you for a $12 million dollar green 
school building. I believe, along with many other constituents of the Woodburn Association of 
neighbors in Morgantown, that though the design proposed is a highly energy efficient building 
design, it falls short of what a truly green, sustainable design is. Site location should be a 
paramount decision when developing any design for a school and even more so when you claim 
to build a green school. Removing Woodburn School from its current community will have a 
negative impact on the community and counters everything the city of Morgantown is doing to 
preserve its neighborhoods. 
 
The current Mon BOE proposal has chosen a site at the intersection of Highway WV 705 and US 
Highway 119 (Mileground Road). This is an outrageous site selection for a GREEN school. 
First, except for the children living in the adjacent trailer park, no can walk to this site if they 
wanted to. There is no sidewalk infrastructure to get to the proposed site. This road will soon 
become either a 4 or 5 lane superhighway–something not particularly suitable for bicycle traffic 
either (another consideration for green LEED credits). Additionally, you are disturbing a current 
greenfield and an undeveloped green space. LEED credit point Number 2: Development Density 
and Community Connectivity points to the importance in green design… ” to channel 
development to urban areas with existing infrastructure, protect greenfields and preserve habitats 
and natural resources.” This proposal does none of this. This credit is 4 points! There is no 
connectivity to neighborhoods. Though there are businesses close to the proposed school, none 
of them are examples of the basic services listed with this credit and furthermore there is NO 
way to access them by foot. 
 
Credit 4.1: Alternative Transportation-Public Transportation Access’ intent is “to reduce 
environmental impacts and land development impacts from automobile use.” While a bus line 
runs past the proposed site, this site location screams for nothing but car access. It is located in 
the middle of an intersection of a 4-lane (possibly 5 lane) highway with no sidewalks. The WV 
DOH and MPO of Morgantown are proposing expanding the current road and all current 
proposals move the road 200-300 feet closer to the proposed school site. How is this sustainable 
design??? It is not. Increasing our kid’s exposure to automobile exhaust puts Mon BOE in a 
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liable position for increased health risks to our children. And one of the reasons for closing 
Easton Elementary is its horrible location at a difficult and busy intersection. So build a new 
school in an even worse intersection?? 
 
In closing, I want to reiterate that two of the LEED credits with higher point options will have 
the least consideration in this design. Gaining points in other areas without the significant 
consideration of Development Density and Community Connectivity falls way short in what a 
totally green, sustainable school should mean.  The School Building Authority should have 
higher standards for green school design. Schools should be located in communities where 
current (NOT potential) housing exists. They should be put on sites where there exists an 
infrastructure (sidewalks!!) for more than 6 % (27 children) of the population to walk, whether 
they choose to or not. 
There are other options open to Mon BOE. The current Woodburn School site and WVU 
property adjacent to the new Mountaineer Middle are two. There may be more with further 
discussions between communities, the city and the Mon BOE. 
 
I ask you not to make a rash decision that will have long-term detrimental impacts on way too 
many people. Send this back to the drawing board and select a site that really shows what green, 
sustainable design means. 
 

II. D. Against Consolidation; For Small Neighborhood Schools 
Tony Christini 
 
May 7, 2010  
 
To Whom All It Concerns: Woodburn, Easton, Jerome Park, Cheat Lake and related school 
neighborhoods and areas, the City of Morgantown, Monongalia County, 705 and Mileground 
Commuters and Travelers, West Virginia University, and the Monongalia County Board of 
Education and School District 
 
Woodburn Elementary should not be consolidated into a big elementary school at the 
intersection of 705 and the Mileground or anywhere else. Woodburn Elementary, currently 
celebrating its 100 year anniversary, should be rebuilt and remain open in Woodburn because 
that’s where the school children predominantly live, there and in neighboring Jerome Park, and 
because an overwhelming body of research shows that small neighborhood schools offer superior 
education and experience. Small neighborhood schools: 

improve student learning…reduce the achievement gap between poor and affluent 
students and minority students and whites…cultivate better student attitudes…cultivate 
better teacher attitudes…reduce discipline problems, truancy, and drop-out rates…better 
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engage parents in their children’s learning and foster closer parent-teacher 
relationships…encourage walking to school and this improves children’s health and 
active engagement in learning… (saveourneighborhoodschools.com Lawrence, Kansas) 

In 2009, University of Virginia researchers noted, in accord with the large body of research, 
“large schools no longer are regarded as the panacea for America’s educational challenges. Many 
of the problems of public education, from low student achievement to high dropout rates, are 
being traced to large schools….” 

In defiance of best knowledge and practice, the Monongalia County School District is 
pursuing consolidation, by stealth. No notice about possible school closing has gone home to 
parents through their schoolchildren. Many parents remain unsure of what is going on. Though 
everyone agrees that new schools at good locations are necessary for both Easton and Woodburn 
elementaries, the overwhelming majority of those who have publicly expressed opinion are 
opposed to the consolidation. 

The proposed consolidation is now a large city, county, and university issue due to the 
school district’s proposed intent to purchase land from WVU to build this big school at one of 
Morgantown’s busiest and most congested intersections. The school has been nicknamed 
Congestion Elementary. 

At a recent action, not only did anti-Mileground site demonstrators outnumber pro-
Mileground site demonstrators 24 to 1 but anti-Mileground support from passing motorists 
outnumbered pro-Mileground support by several hundred to a few. So it is that the Woodburn 
Association of Neighbors has demonstrated most extensively the public’s will on the matter by 
gaining hundreds of public car horn acknowledgements against the Mileground site for the 
proposed consolidation of Easton and Woodburn elementaries. Think that’s laughable? It’s far 
more than the school district has done. 

Even the lone pro-Mileground site demonstrator opposes the consolidation, like 
everyone else at the action. He too prefers two small schools (but thinks it won’t happen). 

That the school district is prepared to spend millions of its own dollars to obtain and 
prepare land for the proposed consolidated “green” school reveals that the district has 
sufficient funds to build one small elementary school currently. Because the rest of the 
funding for the proposed consolidated school building construction originates as federal stimulus 
dollars means that the WV School Building Authority (SBA) may distribute those funds to 
school districts according to their specific needs, as defined by the school districts. Thus, the 
SBA could stipulate that the money they have designated for one big green school be used 
instead to build two small green schools. This is what the Monongalia County Board of 
Education should pursue, to serve the best interests of the students and the large general public 
affected by its actions in this matter. Rebuilding Woodburn Elementary in Woodburn and 
building a new school for Easton and Cheat Lake area students more central to their location best 
serves the public, and the students most of all. 

The SBA must allow the green school funding to be split by the school district for two 
small green schools, or it must otherwise help fund the two small schools. Failing such SBA 
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funding, the school district should reject the grant for a big school and immediately begin the 
process of building or rebuilding one small elementary school with its own existing funds, then 
budget or acquire sufficient funds to begin building or rebuilding the other small elementary 
school the following year. 

 
Notes on the expansion of 705 & the Mileground 

by Tony Christini 
 
I attended the WVDoH informational workshop public meeting at the airport Tuesday evening 
(April 20). I had a long discussion with state workers about the 4 and 5 lane proposals. The 
blueprint-type copies handed out show that no matter which of the two options is chosen (the 4 
lane with roundabouts or the 5 lane with a center turning lane), the road and traffic expansion 
will move the 705/119 (Mileground) intersection/roundabout hundreds of feet closer to the 
proposed school buildings. Instead of being surrounded by houses and two lane streets like 
Woodburn Elementary currently is, the proposed Mileground school will be surrounded by a four 
or five lane highway, a trailer park (that may or may not have a future), and a ravine. Given the 
impending road expansion, this will be uncomfortably similar to the current abysmal location of 
Easton Elementary: half surrounded by a high traffic intersection. 

I was told by WV Department of Transportation officials that the school district would 
have to do a traffic impact study, and that they would have to pay for the drive linking the school 
to 705 and/or the Mileground. They could not say if 705, where school property would abut, 
would be a 15 mph school zone or not. (State law would have to be consulted, they said.) The 
linking school drive would definitely be a school zone, they said. Either way, school zone or at-
speed traffic, it’s a problem, in my view. 

As regards the road: I would guess that the four lane road with roundabouts should go in. 
The state officials said it is much safer than the five lane: the difference between fender benders 
in the traffic circles versus relatively high speed deadly smashups from the turning lane. The 
businesses, apparently, basically want things to stay somewhat the way they are, though they 
would like to have some big merge lanes put in, and/or have Stewartstown road built up instead. 
They don’t seem to want to give up any land to the extra lanes, especially the car dealerships. 
(For its part, the city would rather put the road somewhere else entirely, off the Mileground, but 
doesn’t want to spend an extra $20 million above the estimated $40 million to do it, according to 
a 2 week old newspaper report.) 

State officials told me nothing has been approved regarding road expansion, BUT that it 
is likely to happen, and to happen relatively soon, and that an “aggressive” start of construction 
would be next spring, though later in 2011 would be more likely, and that if the proposed 
Mileground school were built to be operational by Fall 2011 (as the school district apparently 
hopes) then it sounded to state officials that road and school construction might be simultaneous, 
or road construction somewhat after school construction. 
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I was told that the school has not yet submitted a traffic impact study that it must submit 
at some point by requirement. A school drive tie-in was reflected little or not at all in the state 
drawings. For example, I was told that a school drive would have to be directly linked into a 
roundabout (if roundabouts are selected by the state), and there was no reflection of this in the 
drawings. After the first “fender-bender” with a school bus in a roundabout, who gets sued? I 
wonder. Or, after the first deadly “T-Bone” with a school bus from the center lane of a five lane 
road, who gets sued then? Are there rules and regulations for situating schools near 4 or 5 lane 
road intersections? Has Monongalia County ever put a school in such a spot before? Has the City 
of Morgantown over put a school near one of its busiest or most congested intersections (apart 
from Easton Elementary)? Who’s liable? WVU, for selling the land? 

The safest road expansion (I’m told), the 4-lane roundabouts would not only greatly 
expand the 705/Mileground intersection, it would actually pick up the center of that intersection 
and move it closer to the proposed school buildings, apparently putting that 
intersection/roundabout about 1/3 closer to the proposed school – it seems more than a football 
field closer. That’s what it looks like on the diagrams presented and passed out at the meeting. 

If the 5-lane option wins out, then nearly the same result. The center of the intersection 
gets picked up and moved closer to the proposed school, and is of course greatly widened further 
toward it. 

The situation remains, the school district has taken two problems (the state of Easton and 
Woodburn elementaries) and made one big problem. Why on earth did they not seek funding for 
a green school for Easton/Cheat Lake students, thereby relieving the overcrowding issues at 
Woodburn, while working for other funding for Woodburn? Given the multiple constituencies 
they are aggravating, offending, and failing by planning to build a big school for small children 
near a busy and congested intersection, why do they not change course? Whatever the reasons, 
we need to keep applying pressure to force change. 
 

II. E. Letter from Woodburn Neighbor and Parent 
To Whom It May Concern: 

In 1999 I moved to Morgantown with my two young children to attend graduate school at WVU. 
Being new to the area, I searched for an affordable neighborhood with a small elementary school 
that my children could walk to. I moved to Morgantown from Switzerland and was searching for 
something like our situation there. Woodburn fit the bill perfectly. I am a homeowner, I love this 
neighborhood and the school. While it is not modern and it needs renovation, the building and 
site are a real asset to this neighborhood. The daily sights and sounds of children and their 
parents walking to school are something I treasure, along with the memories of my own children 
growing up here and attending Woodburn Elementary. Being able to use the track for walking 
and running during the evening and summer months is a real boon to the neighborhood as well. I 
shudder to think of what would become of the beautiful trees that should be preserved on that hill 
if the property fell into the wrong hands. The school provides a central focus for our 
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neighborhood. We need to preserve neighborhoods. We need to preserve Woodburn Elementary 
school.   -- Jennifer Wilson 

 
 
II. F. To WVU President James Clements and Members of the WVU Board  
of Governors 
April 26, 2010  
Tony Christini & Katy Ryan 
 
We encourage you not to sell to the Monongalia County School District the WVU land at the 
intersection of 705 and 119 (the “Mileground”) for the proposed large Mileground Elementary. 
 
How wrong would a Mileground school be? 

• Not responsible: A school on the congested chaotic business strip that is the Mileground 
is in no way appealing or appropriate. 

• Not “green”: A school on otherwise undeveloped land near a 4 or 5 lane intersection is 
no green “showcase.” Quite the opposite. 

• Not community centered: A consolidated school removed from the population centers 
of Woodburn/Jerome Park and Easton/Cheat Lake (with their basically stable student bases) 
fails to facilitate community and child well-being. 

• Not educational: One big school to replace two small ones could not be more 
fundamentally educationally unsound, according to the overwhelming body of research. 

• Not legitimate: The secretive and misleading school siting process could scarcely have 
been handled in a manner less befitting any public agency. The board barely made public 
the specific Mileground site a mere 7 days before unanimously voting to submit the 
proposal to the School Building Authority. This left the public essentially no time to 
understand let alone respond to the plan. 

 
No surprise then that the proposed Mileground school has little or no visible community support. 
On the contrary, opponents of the proposed school remain highly visible and increasingly active 
at all levels, especially now that the site has finally been revealed. They are working to do well 
by the students and by the many other stakeholders, including parents, community members, and 
commuters on the highways. They continue to challenge and are intent upon stopping this 
proposal by way of local, regional, and state mechanisms. And they are joined in support by 
local businesses, local state delegates, and members of the Morgantown city council. 
 
The Monongalia County School Board and the superintendent are essentially isolated in their 
decision to propose the Mileground consolidation. How could they not be? They revealed the 
location to the public a mere few weeks ago. They have operated in secret, in disregard of their 
proper role as public officials, and in disregard of the stakeholders: the commuters, parents, 
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many other community members, and the students not least. The board and superintendent have 
isolated themselves. 
 
The school district has taken two problems (the state of Easton and Woodburn Elementaries) and 
made one big problem. Why did they neglect to seek or fail to secure funding for a green school 
for Easton/Cheat Lake students (in a location far more central to where those students live), 
thereby relieving the overcrowding issues at Woodburn, while working to secure other funding 
to rebuild Woodburn? 
 
An overwhelming body of research shows that small neighborhood schools (of about half the 
size of the proposed large and remote Mileground school) lead to higher educational outcomes, 
especially for students of low income, who make up most of Easton and Woodburn 
Elementaries. This knowledge is well established. Some of the research has even been conducted 
in West Virginia. The Mon BOE completely ignores what is well known. 
What else can the Woodburn Association of neighbors and other stakeholders do but insist that 
the proposal to build this school on the Mileground be denied? It’s worth repeating: 
 
A)  Relatively large and remote, this proposed elementary school is far from optimally 
educational, a factor evidently given no consideration by the Mon BOE. 
B)  Taxpayers reasonably expect more when millions of dollars are spent, with decades-long 
impact. 
C)  The proposed location at a congested high traffic intersection is unsafe and in the near 
vicinity of exceptionally high pollution. In various other ways, the location is not “green” and 
cannot be made so. 
D)  The location would force Easton/Cheat Lake students to travel unnecessarily and wrongfully 
far by bus. 
E)   The location would be aggravating and potentially treacherous to commuters on 705 and the 
Mileground, many of whom work at the hospitals, at Mylan, at the university, throughout 
downtown, and elsewhere. 
F)   Additionally, the Mileground proposal impoverishes and undermines the Woodburn 
neighborhood of Morgantown by terminating its vital neighborhood school. (Unlike in other 
parts of West Virginia where schools are consolidating, the student populations in the areas at 
issue here are basically stable.) 
 
Because there is precious little that is sensible, safe, “green,” or educational about the proposed 
Mileground elementary school, the Monongalia County Superintendent and Board of Education, 
by their proposal, have failed to make a responsible decision. WVU should not assist them in this 
failure. While we may appreciate that they are trying to make improvements, we cannot accept 
the slipshod and brazen process or its result: an ill-considered and illegitimate proposal that is 
neither sound nor tolerable, and is potentially disastrous. The Mon BOE proposal for a 
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Mileground school is one that wishes to be “green,” wishes to be safe, wishes to be pro-
education, and may even wish to be a legitimate expression of the communities and stakeholders 
involved. But it is not. It is none of this. 
 
The proposed Mileground school would be half surrounded by a soon-to-be 4 or 5 lane highway, 
at one of Morgantown’s busiest and most congested intersections: a location that is 
uncomfortably similar to the current abysmal spot of Easton Elementary, itself half surrounded 
by a high traffic intersection. State transportation officials estimate that road expansion (not yet 
approved but highly likely, they note) would probably proceed simultaneously or soon after any 
school construction. This road construction would both move and expand the ever busier 
intersection to a point much closer to the proposed school site than it currently sits. Furthermore, 
if roundabouts are selected by the state for this 705/119 intersection, a school drive would need 
to be directly linked into the roundabout (according to transportation officials), which causes one 
to wonder, after the first “fender-bender” with a school bus in a roundabout, who gets sued? And 
what if the state builds instead the 5 lane option, which, they note, is more dangerous? 
 
We ask you to encourage the Mon superintendent and school board to move in the following 
principled direction: sooner better than later, two separate schools should be funded and built, 
one on the Woodburn site, and one, the green school, likely on Stewartstown Road – more 
central to the Easton/Cheat Lake area, and where the superintendent has indicated land is 
available. The relevant officials and agencies must ensure that such high impact, long lasting 
projects are at least adequately conceived and properly carried out so that the needs of the 
students at Easton and Woodburn Elementaries are well met. 
 
In announcing the approval of funding for the “green” school for Monongalia County, Director 
Mark Manchin of the WV School Building Authority notes that the controversy is site location. 
But the real problem all along has been and continues to be: consolidation – which is both 
unnecessary and unwarranted. The other problem is the failure to adequately seek and secure 
funding to rebuild Woodburn Elementary. 
 
It’s great that Monongalia County will gain the green school. Let it be sited on Stewartstown 
road. Let Easton Elementary consolidate there with any school(s) but Woodburn Elementary. 
The school district must secure money to rebuild Woodburn. Unlike a number of other 
elementary schools, Woodburn has a great community location which should not be given up. 
Anyone involved in education should understand this and act based upon it. The superior value 
of small neighborhood schools, especially for children of low income, has been established 
overwhelmingly by university researchers far and wide, including in West Virginia. 
 
The SBA did approve funds to build at least half a dozen elementary schools last April. Price 
tags for entire schools ranged from 3.3 million to about 6 million. Why can they not come up 
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with 4 million to rebuild Woodburn, decades overdue? Why did school district officials decide of 
their own accord to consolidate Woodburn out of existence? The school district must be 
encouraged to take a more principled approach. WVU now shares this responsibility. 
 
If the Monongalia County superintendent and the school board move decisively and successfully 
in this direction, we will applaud them, and we will applaud you, and we will do so publically. 
Otherwise, we will rightfully denounce and fight this process to the bitter end. No 12 million 
dollar scarcely green school on the Mileground at one of Morgantown’s busiest and most 
congested intersections. It must be sited more appropriately. And the small neighborhood school 
at Woodburn must be rebuilt. 

II. G. Letter from Thomas R. Shamberger to BOE 

March 23, 2010  

Dear Board of Education Members,  

I am writing in opposition to the selection of the Mileground, as the site, for the replacement of 
the Woodburn Elementary School.  

For areas that are zoned residential, it is a reasonable expectation that an elementary school is 
located in the neighborhood.  Woodburn is one of the few neighborhoods, in Morgantown, that 
still has an elementary school located within walking distance of where people live.  Families 
can live owning one automobile, enabling parents to also be involved without the need to drive 
to the school.  One of the reasons we purchased our home in Woodburn, is Woodburn 
Elementary is located within walking distance.  

Three sites were to be considered by the Board of Education, for a new school;  the current site 
of Woodburn Elementary, the old University High property, and an unidentified location 
somewhere on the Mileground. For an urban environment, the first two sites are worthy of 
consideration. The Mileground site is not. This is to be a green school.  Being green is to reduce 
the carbon foot print and promote sustainability. Having schools where people live is part of that 
strategy.  

The Woodburn School physical structure needs attention. I believe that all parties agree that 
upkeep, renovation or replacement needs to be done at Woodburn. Woodburn Elementary should 
not remain in its current condition. The disagreement is choosing a location.  

I attended a presentation at a state planning conference that focused on urban issues. One 
alarming fact presented was that if people live in neighborhoods that are economically 
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segregated, upward mobility virtually stops. Woodburn, Jerome Park and other older 
neighborhoods offer economic and social diversity that does foster upward 
mobility. Unfortunately suburban sprawl and large consolidated schools help create 
economically segregated neighborhoods. 

I ask that you do further evaluation to consider sites, in the areas zoned residential in the 
Woodburn area in the city of Morgantown, and that the school not be moved to the Mileground. I 
ask that this letter be presented to the Board of Education at the meeting on March 23, 2010.  
Thank you for your consideration.  

II. H. Letter from Linda Wessels, Morgantown 
It seems much of the controversy surrounding the siting of the proposed green school could have 
been avoided through better communication and coordination between the city, the county, the 
school system, and the developers. The lack of joint planning has forced us into a reactive rather 
than proactive position when it comes to our schools. 
 
The Mileground is a bad location for a school, as many others have ably explained. A compelling 
case has also been made for keeping the Woodburn property in use as a school. In fact, when 
accurately evaluated according to LEED criteria, the Woodburn site comes out ahead of the 
proposed Mileground site. Let's build the green school there. 
 
Although the siting of Easton Elementary may have made sense when the school was built in 
19XX, it no longer does--it is now also a bad location for a school. Let's build Easton students a 
new school, too, one of their own located elsewhere within their attendance area.  
 
Families moving to the new Heartland Homes development on Stewartstown Road, off of Point 
Marion Road, Magnolia Pointe on one side of West Run Road and the hundreds of town homes 
on the other will soon swell the numbers at Easton. The school system is not ready for this. The 
area's growing population requires a school of its own. 
 
If building two new schools is not feasible, it would be more logical to absorb Easton students 
into the expanded Cheat Lake Elementary (which I sincerely hope will be split into two schools, 
one primary and one upper elementary) than to consolidate with Woodburn, since Cheat and 
Easton are both suburban schools that primarily feed into Mountaineer (formerly Cheat Lake) 
Middle, while Woodburn is urban and feeds into Suncrest Middle. 
 
The school board seems to be grasping at straws with the Mileground school proposal. It would 
be better if the board made a well-thought-out decision and then pursued funding rather than 
letting the availability of a grant drive the decision making. 
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III. COMPREHENSIVE 
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES PLAN 

MEETING 
MAY 17, 2010 

  
III. A. Comments Delivered by Katy Ryan  
Associate Professor, English 
West Virginia University 
CEFP Meeting  
May 17, 2010  
 
My son is in kindergarten at Woodburn. There is no question that Easton needs a new facility 
and a new location. Right away. There is no question that Woodburn needs a new facility or a 
wholly remodeled one. And soon. I’m a teacher. I know that classrooms with ample space and 
decent equipment are essential. My son goes to kindergarten in a trailer with over 40 students. 
Teachers eat lunch in a hallway. We need new facilities. But this largely shared conclusion does 
not compel, in any reasoned way, consolidating the two schools and losing the Woodburn site.  

Numerous studies document that small neighborhood schools have more parental 
involvement, less bullying, greater graduation rates, higher student participation in extra-
curricular activities, and improved educational outcomes—especially for low-income children. 
(1) Given these studies and given the green movement toward smaller, not larger acreage, for 
public schools, the burden is on the School Board and Superintendent to justify its decision (not 
to focus on these two schools and to meet their different needs) but to consolidate.  

Woodburn Elementary is positioned to lose two critical advantages, which schools 
around the country and the state wish they could get back: its smallness and its neighborhood. 
The benefits of small neighborhood schools are resoundingly clear. Achievement generally 
declines as overall school enrollment escalates, and according to some researchers this impact is 
even more pronounced at the elementary level. Again, the children hardest hit are those with the 
fewest financial resources. 

Superintendent Devono has said that a 450-student school is not a big school. While no 
exact number can determine what constitutes “small” (small in Chicago is not small in 
Monongalia county), doubling school size is not an inconsequential move. (2) On average, 
Woodburn and Easton have slightly less than 200 students each. It’s obvious that teachers who 
gather outside Woodburn after school know virtually every student. A 2003 study of 39 
elementary schools in Missouri found that the schools with enrollments of “less than 200 
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achieved the highest . . . scores in all the five academic areas of reading, math, language, science, 
and social science.” (3) (If Woodburn hasn’t achieved high score numbers in recent years, let’s 
figure out why without surrendering a needed advantage we have.)  

Long before I read about it or knew it was an object of study, I experienced the vital, 
informal support network that springs up around a community school. Walking home, my son 
and I have met students from every level at Woodburn. Students are frequently at our house after 
school and at the Woodburn playground on weekends. A few nights ago, a 5th grader knocked 
on our door, just stopped in for an hour or so to hang out with us. He’s having some trouble, and 
we talked about that—and he played with my son. Maybe I would have met him at a 
consolidated school to which he and my son are bussed—but I wonder. I’m trying to teach a 
first-grader, whom I also met walking home, to play the piano. Older siblings have been 
borrowing books for school reports. My son in turn has met adults he trusts and from whom he 
learns.  

One article I read mentioned that students at neighborhood schools have “lower feelings 
of alienation from the school.” (4) This might seem like a vague finding, but I worked for years 
with young people in the court system—and every one of them felt alienated, and from an early 
age, from school. A sense of community, a supportive neighborhood, a school that you can walk 
to, is a no-cost benefit to students. It shouldn’t be treated so cavalierly.  

Not all Woodburn students live in Woodburn, but for many, including some from Jerome 
Park, the surrounding neighborhood matters a good deal. And I would argue that the 
neighborhood has a positive impact on every student in subtle and more obvious ways. Proximity 
to the school keeps parents connected and allows me to volunteer more than I would be able to if 
I had to drive. It was from a conversation with a parent walking from school that I learned about 
the proposal to close Woodburn. So, my involvement came from the very thing that is in 
jeopardy now: the neighborhood school experience.  

Woodburn is a place. I can’t say it any better than a 7th grader and a graduate of 
Woodburn did at one of our neighborhood meetings. She said, “It’s about a culture.”  

Nancy Walker has said that parents tend to get sentimental about school closings and 
make a big ruckus and then the new school opens and the kids all run to the shiny swing sets and 
are happy, and she knows they’ve done the right thing. What kid wouldn’t be excited by a new 
playground? But I don’t think that should be the measure of whether we are making responsible 
decisions about our children’s education.  

I have not yet heard an educational rationale for closure and consolidation. (And there 
may not even be a convincing financial rationale. Apparently, West Virginia has not saved any 
money from its past fifteen years of school consolidations.) I am bothered by the implication that 
kids handle this kind of change better than their parents and that those opposed to the closing of 
Woodburn are motivated by sentiment, not facts. The facts about community schools are all on 
the side of two small schools—one relocated, one rebuilt on its current site. My heart is certainly 
in this, too. We know better and we can do better.  
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1. For summary, see Robert M. Bastress, “The Impact of Litigation on Rural Students: From Free 
Textbooks to School Consolidation,” Nebraska Law Journal 82.1 (2003): 40 n. 163. 
 
2. See Gregory C. Malhoit and Derek W. Black, “The Power of Small Schools: Achieving Equal 
Educational Opportunity through Academic Success and Democratic Citizenship,” Nebraska Law Journal 
82.1 (2003): 75-76 n. 115-115.  
 
3. John Alspaugh and Rui Gao, “School Size as a Factor in Elementary Achievement.” Educational 
Resources Information Center. 28 Apr 2003. 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2sql/content_storage_01/0000019b/80/1a/ef/16.pdf  
 
4. Malhoit 79.  

 

III. B. Comments delivered by Thomas R. Shamberger on May 17, 2010  

Keep elementary schools in the residential areas of Morgantown, specifically Woodburn and 
Suncrest Primary. Suncrest should not be converted to a pre-K only, and should continue with 
multiple grades.  

Woodburn Elementary needs replaced or renovated. I do not think that there is disagreement on 
that point. The site for replacement should not be on the Mileground.  For areas that are zoned 
residential, it is a reasonable expectation that an elementary school is located in the 
neighborhood.  Currently residential zoning exists in municipalities and full consideration should 
be given to support elementary schools in these areas. Some of these residential neighborhoods 
should have a school within walking distance of where the children live. Hopefully someday the 
county would also look at zoning as a means of planning land use that will help the Monongalia 
County School Board plan schools. Until then, please do not leave the towns who have given you 
a land use plan.  

Parents can live in Woodburn and be involved in Woodburn school as volunteer, room parent 
etc., and be able to walk to the school. Some families do not have two and three automobiles. 
Not all families can afford two cars and schools in walking distance of their home is a major 
benefit to helping them be involved in their child’s education. It was pointed out at a recent 
meeting that parent involvement is way down in the newer consolidated schools. Putting a school 
on the Mileground would make it harder for parents to be involved, who do not have a car, and 
further reduce parent involvement. Apparently parent involvement is reduced, in consolidated 
schools, even with those who do have cars.  

Building sites, that are selected, should be stable. The new site selected by the Board, for the 
consolidated Woodburn/Easton school is on property that is most likely undermined. One 

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2sql/content_storage_01/0000019b/80/1a/ef/16.pdf
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statement given a few weeks ago was this site was the only parcel, in the area, that was not 
undermined; however later on other information indicates that it is mined out.  There appear to 
be questions about the stability of the proposed Woodburn/Easton site on the Mileground.   

III. C. The Neglect and Abuse of Woodburn Elementary 
Delivered by Susan Eason at the CEFP Meeting on May 17, 2010 
 
Superintendent Devono and members of the Mon County Board of Education: 
 
I am here tonight to say it is time to stop the neglect of Woodburn Elementary. I absolutely 
support a new facility for the dedicated Woodburn students, teachers and staff! It’s about time. I 
do not, however, support a consolidated school, or a school on the Mileground. 
 
The neglect and abuse of Woodburn students has gone on far too long. It is time to do something 
or “terminate your rights” for the care of these children. At a Feb. 25th meeting of forty plus 
Woodburn residents with Dr. Devono, Nancy Walker and Joe Statler, Walker commented, “For 
14 years I have been wondering what to do with Woodburn.” Fourteen years is too long, Nancy, 
and unacceptable.  
 
Parents and staff begged for years that the BOE provide a building for PE, art and music so that 
the 200 children in this school would not have to do these activities in a 20 by 20 foot square 
hallway or their classroom. It took years to finally get this facility, and came only after Dr. 
Devono’s arrival. However, the project began in 2007 and the parking lot created to afford space 
for the new building is still not complete!! A flurry of activity erupted two weeks ago after 
parents signed a letter pointing out the lack of handrails on stairs and lack of grading to the 
ground around the lot. After that one day, no further work has been done and the railings are still 
incomplete. The neglect continues! I could tell you more stories of neglect where children must 
wear coats in the school due to extreme cold or where in other areas windows must be opened 
due to extreme heat or where a teacher must make a decision between an air conditioner running 
or being heard while teaching. 
 
These are not conditions any of us want for our children and staff. And yet, for years, the 
Woodburn teachers and staff have labored hard and long to provide an excellent 
education, despite the neglect from the Board of Education. 
 
The case can easily be made for a new school. After years of neglect, there is no question change 
is needed. However, consolidating Woodburn students with Easton and putting them in a school 
on the Mileground only continues the neglectful care and administration you have showed thus 
far. 
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-Do not move our children to a congested, polluted area of our city on the Mileground and call 
this school a green school. 
- Do not move the school out of a community where a significant percentage of the children walk 
to school with their family each day and more could if they chose to, and even more could if an 
investment in infrastructure was made that allowed them to. 
- Do not close a school that is an anchor to its community and a stabilizing force for families, 
similar to the Suncrest argument. 
- Do not move these children into a larger facility when all the latest research shows that small 
schools are better for children, especially low-income students, of which Woodburn has a high 
percentage. 
 
In a study published by Nebraska Law Review in 2003, Bob Bastress, Professor of Law at WVU 
reviews the extensive literature on the educational and community benefits of small schools. One 
summary notes: 
Small, rural and urban neighborhoods can offer community naturally….When the school is an 
interwoven part of the community, both are potent educators….By separating schools from 
communities, consolidation may be contributing to the social problems that concern parents and 
educators. The sound development of children is closely linked to the well being of communities. 
Consolidating schools often destroys those links.[1] 
 
The glitter and glamour of a green school has all our attention. Who wants to turn their backs on 
a school that has high indoor air quality? Or lowered energy costs? No one, but the reality is that 
ALL schools should be designed this way in this day and age. It is not unique; it’s becoming 
standard. 
 
This is why I believe you should go back to the drawing board and design two small schools– 
one for Easton close to its population and one for Woodburn/Jerome park children. This 
approach is what is truly green and in cited studies often no more costly. 
 
The City Council of Morgantown in its February 25 letter to President Walker captures 
additional sentiments of mine for why we should keep Woodburn in its current location. Mayor 
Byrne writes: 1. It is important to provide elementary and primary school options for families 
that choose an urban lifestyle. This includes parents who don’t drive a car and those who prefer 
to walk; 2. Retaining schools in their urban location encourages re-development, neighborhood 
stabilization, and positive community impacts. (And I would add, especially a positive impact on 
the families who have children in your schools); 3. This is an opportunity to develop compact 
urban schools using an urban scale of development, avoiding a sprawl. 
The Comprehensive Education Facility Plan you propose is not acceptable. Design a school for 
Woodburn students and staff built on its current site using an urban scale of development 



measure. A new green school for the Woodburn students and hard laboring teachers and staff on 
its current site is a beginning step in ending your cycle of neglect. 

 
[1] Jim Fanning, Rural School consolidation and Student Learning, ERIC Doc. No. ED384484, 
at3-4 (1995), available at http;//ericir.syr.edu. 
 
III. D. Delivered at CEFP Meeting by Chris Haddox, LEED AP, Woodburn 
resident and Woodburn parent 
5/17/2010 
 
Dear Superintendent Devono and members of the Mon County Board of Education, 
 
The past eighteen months, especially the months since November, have seen so much activity 
around the futures of both Woodburn and Easton Elementary Schools that in preparing my 
comments for this evening, it was difficult to even know where to begin.  I’ve decided to begin 
with the simplest observations of what is right and wrong about the entire situation. 
 
It is right that the collective conscience of the Mon County Board of Education has finally had 
enough of the deplorable teaching and learning conditions it has allowed to exist at both 
Woodburn and Easton schools. It is right that the Mon County Board of Education is interested 
in exploring green avenues for dealing with the question of “what to do about Woodburn and 
Easton?” 
 
For me, that is where the “rights” end and the “wrongs” begin.  
 
It is wrong to assume that a half-baked consolidation plan, conceived largely in secrecy during 
the past few months, that will potentially place a large elementary school at the intersection of 
705 and Mileground is a suitable answer to the question. Much less a green solution. It is wrong 
for several reasons:  
 

1. It is wrong because it was formulated by an agency of the public without significant 
public awareness or input. 

2. It is wrong because it ignores the impacts of the entire school enterprise upon the 
community at large. The school enterprise necessarily considers community wide 
ramifications such as development patterns, which areas grow and which decline, due to 
the placement and removal of schools. Both the Council of Educational Facilities 
Planners International and the US Environmental Protection Agency cite the importance 
of smaller, neighborhood schools on neighborhood stabilization--stabilization that is 
internationally recognized as key in curbing the unplanned, automobile dependent sprawl 
that is largely driven by the removal of schools from municipal centers to their fringes.  
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3. It is wrong because it ignores research findings about the importance of small schools on 
educational outcomes and social development of elementary age school children. 

4. It is wrong because it presumes that a green project can be measured by the performance 
of the building only, and that the other aforementioned ramifications on the community at 
large can be ignored. WVU has been approached to provide building design expertise, yet 
where is the land use planning expertise?  

5. It is fiscally wrong and unsafe because the Pittsburgh coal seam underlying the 
Mileground site is extensively undermined as per the Boards own engineering report. It 
favors a purchase price of $2.275 million dollars and the spending of additional monies, 
perhaps millions as with the UHS location, to stabilize a site that according to the 
engineering report has a “very high potential for subsidence.” A report that as of the 
Tuesday, May 12 BOE meeting, has apparently not been digested by all BOE members.   

6. It is wrong because the Board publicly and wrongly discounts the potential for reutilizing 
the existing Woodburn site: a site that is not underlain with the Pittsburgh coal seam, is 
already owned by the Board of Education and for the past 100 years has held a school 
quite nicely.  Yet, in its application for funding to the SBA, the Board notes that 
utilization of the existing site is indeed a possibility.  Is that existing site the Woodburn 
site or the Easton site?  

7. It is wrong because it is happening in isolation from several key comprehensive planning 
exercises that are currently underway or slated to begin soon, including the Morgantown 
Comprehensive Plan, the Downtown Strategic Plan, the Morgantown Housing Study, the 
WVU 2020 Strategic Plan and the WV DOH/MPO plans for designing a solution to the 
Mileground traffic problems.  

8. It is wrong because it pressures the public to say “yes” to a half baked plan as the Board 
has $8.6 million of SBA money essentially in hand. For the community to say to the 
Board, “let’s go together back to the drawing board” creates the possibility of the Board 
having to go back to the SBA and say, “no thanks…not at this time.”  

 
 What, then, to do?  The options are clear to me:  
 

1. Go back to the School Building Authority and tell them we can do better. Request 
additional latitude in spending the funds we have. Bring your oft touted and 
obviously strong relationship with the School Building Authority to bear on this 
issue.  

2. Go back to the School Building Authority with a solution that is equitable to 
Easton families and their neighborhood and a solution that is equitable to 
Woodburn families and their neighborhood.  Look to the literature for examples 
of thinking outside the box. They are out there. Take a tip from sustainable design 
luminary, Amory Lovins, and ask, “what box?” 
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3. Make your jobs easier by fully engaging the communities your decisions will 
impact. If it were not obvious before, perhaps it is now. There are talented and 
dedicated people wiling to get involved. You can choose to be on the receiving 
end of their opposition, and there is plenty to oppose, or on the receiving end of 
their time and talents.  

 
To engage the stakeholders takes effort far above that expended while stumping for the Board. It 
cannot be done with a few generic, cryptic flyers sent out a couple of days in advance of equally 
mysterious meetings.  It takes multiple opportunities to sit down as equal partners around a table 
where the seriousness of the agenda is clear to all.  Consider that at the October, 2009 CEFP 
meeting at Morgantown High School, 8 Woodburn representatives, two of which were children, 
comprised a significant portion of the participants, most of which were school administrators and 
teachers.  

 
Engagement and creativity takes time, effort and input from multiple stakeholders. If the true 
desire for creative solutions is present, however, teams will come together and creative solutions 
will emerge.  
 



IV. DOMINION POST 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Dominion Post  June 13, 2010
BOE SHOULD COME 
CLEAN ON 
CONSOLIDATION
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Dominion Post  June 14, 2010 
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Dominion Post June 10, 2010  
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what community is all about.  
My heartfelt thanks to everyone  
who made this event a success. 
  
Marti Shamberger  
City Councilwoman 
June 2, 2010 
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Dominion Post  June 2, 2010 

  
     My congratulations to all the 
employees and the people who have 
provided a wonderful learning exper- 
ience for for the children of Woodburn 
Elementary School.  
  Mary Ann Seckel 
  Morgantown 
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Dominion Post  
March 14, 2010  
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Dominion Post 
May 25,  2010 
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March 25, 2010 
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ARTICLES & 
COMMENTARY 
The Dominion Post June 9, 2010 
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The Dominion Post 
March 7, 2010 
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The Dominion Post  
Feb 26: 1-A       
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The Dominion Post  
May 2, 2010  
 
Some Residents Unhappy with 
Plans to Close Woodburn 
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Dominion Post March 20, 2010 
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V. INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL  
CREATED BY  

CONCERNED PARENTS OF WOODBURN 
 

V. A. 
WVU Cash Grab 
 
Here’s the $2.275 million question: Why would the Monongalia County School District pay WVU (College of 
Agriculture) $2.275-2.6 MILLION to site the Woodburn/Easton consolidation on WVU’s 7 or 8 acres at the 
Mileground intersection with 705? Never mind, for the moment, that WVU’s Mileground intersection site is a 
horrible location. Why pay the university millions for land when, as Woodburn supporters demonstrated at the 
recent board meeting, the school district could build the school on land it already owns, the great Woodburn 
community site? 
 
A view of Easton/Woodburn school (450 students) built on revitalized Woodburn grounds:  

 

 
 

Even if the school district would sell off the four-acre abandoned Woodburn site for a million or more dollars, 
that still leaves a substantial amount of money being lost to the purchase, at least a million dollars or considerably 
more, and being lost to deal with undermining …for nothing the district needs. Never mind the 705 screaming 
loud intersection strip for children, and the increased congestion for the community and parents, and the further 
unconscionable school expansion possibilities there. Can such an unnecessary transfer of funds even be legal? 
 
From The New Woodburn Community School  http://newwoodburncommunityschool.org/
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http://newwoodburncommunityschool.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/3-woodburn-school-finalcenterbig3.jpg
http://newwoodburncommunityschool.org/


 V. B. 
 

      DID YOU KNOW?    
WOODBURN SCHOOL IS CLOSING 

 
if the Mon County Board of Education has its way 

 
 
1. The BOE has maintained all along that it could not use the current Woodburn site for a new school. However, 
the official proposal that was funded by the SBA clearly indicates that rebuilding on the current Woodburn site 
is an option (SOURCE: Mon BOE NEEDS proposal to SBA dated September 23, 2009). 
  
2. The current Woodburn site does not have the Pittsburgh coal seam underneath it and is not subject to the 
same subsidence issues as any site on the Mileground  (SOURCE: Dr. Alan Donaldson, former Chair of 
Geology & Geography at West Virginia University).    
 
3. The proposed/preferred Mileground site at the intersection of 705 and the Mileground is severely undermined 
and has "a very high potential for subsidence." (SOURCE: TRIAD Engineering report to the Mon BOE dated 
March 9, 2010).   
 
4. The Mon BOE planned to spend $1,178,189 to fill old mine works on the UHS site and ended up spending an 
additional $695,936.90 before they could even start work on a building. (SOURCE: Mon BOE Certificate for 
Payment to Howard Concrete for UHS mine grouting).  
 
5. The lack of information along with the misinformation released by the Mon BOE has made it very difficult 
for meaningful citizen input. A few examples: 
 

Statement by the project architect, Ted Shriver, that it didn't appear that the proposed Mileground site was 
undermined (SOURCE: Made at the March 23, 2010 BOE meeting). This statement made publicly even 
though the TRIAD Engineering report stating otherwise was in hand). 

 
Statements and presumptions made by the architect and BOE members that the SBA would not consider the 
Woodburn site and that the process of requesting a waiver to the preferred site size requirements was a drawn 
out process that had not been successful (SOURCE: said at the March 23, 2010 BOE meeting). The SBA 
later indicated that waivers have been granted and that the process of requesting a waiver requires only a letter 
to the SBA attached to the proposal. (SOURCE: meeting between SBA Executive Director and three 
Woodburn residents on April 12, 2010) 
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Board member e-mail information supposedly being on the BOE website, but it was not (SOURCE: May 12, 
2010 BOE meeting. Verification on May 13, 2010 confirmed with the Superintendent's office that the 
information was NOT on the website).  

 
Information about the Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan supposedly sent home with students, yet 
both Woodburn and Easton confirmed nothing had gone out as they were waiting on information from the 
BOE (SOURCE: Conflicting stories uncovered in conversations with Woodburn administration and Dr. 
Frank Devono on May 12, 2010).  

 
Faux site review process that allegedly gave fair assessments to the existing Woodburn site, the old UHS site 
on Willey Street and the "site near or along the Mileground" as it was then being referred to. Information was 
withheld, including the exact location of the Mileground site and geo-technical information about the 
Mileground area site (SOURCE: from review team members who severely criticized the "review" process as 
bogus and a farce; TRIAD Engineering report for the site located "near or along the Mileground.") 

 
6. The SBA wants to build a green school in Monongalia County and thinks that a school project with a net 
result of closing two neighborhood schools in favor of a new consolidated school on a previously undeveloped 
site that is 98% transportation dependent is somehow a green project. A high performance building can be built 
anywhere......green is much more than just a high performance building.  
 
7. The removal of neighborhood based schools in favor of fringe based larger schools is a primary cause of 
sprawl. 
 
8. This new project is happening without any coordination with several major planning projects underway in 
Morgantown, including the City Comprehensive Plan, the City Comprehensive Housing Study, the Downtown 
Strategic Plan and the WV Department of Highways planning process for dealing with Mileground traffic. In 
fact, the WV DOH only recently learned of the BOE plan to situate a school on the Mileground. 
 
9. Community based schools are critical for maintaining and stabilizing neighborhoods. 
 
10. The Council for Educational Facilities Planners International recommends neighborhood based schools over 
fringe based schools and recognizes that much of the country is turning away from consolidation and larger 
schools in favor of neighborhood based schools. 
 
11. The US Environmental Protection Agency echoes the recommendations of the Council for Educational 
Facilities Planners International. 
 
12. Neighborhood schools are safer, have more parental involvement and allow for greater after school use of 
the facility. The BOE states they want to do what is best for the children. Destabilizing the neighborhood our 
kids live in by removing the school is hardly in line with doing what is best. 
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V. C. Elementary School Size in Monongalia County, 2005-2012 
Data compiled from the Monongalia County School District web pages show that in the past 5 years (2005-
2010) the number of elementary schools has shrunk from 15 to 11, and the average elementary student body 
size has increased by 55 percent. During those same five years, the total elementary student body has 
increased 13 percent. All else the same, consolidating Woodburn and Easton would drop the number of 
elementary schools from 15 to 10 in the seven-year period of 2005-2012, for an average increase 
in elementary school student body size of 70 percent, in seven years, district-wide. Figures compiled from 
Monongolia County Schools (boe.mono.k12. wv.us/) 

 
Monongalia County Elementary School Enrollment, 2005 & 2010: 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
2005 – 2010 % CHANGE 

Arnettsville Elementary 89   -  cons n/a 
Brookhaven Elementary 438   -  454 4% incr 
Cass Elementary 227   -  cons n/a 
Cheat Lake Elementary 570   -  644 13% incr 
Daybrook Elementary 79   -  cons n/a 
Easton Elementary 111   -  176 63% incr 
Mason Dixon Elementary 351   -  344 2% decr 
Mountainview Elementary 629   -  758 21% incr 
Mylan Park Elementary n/a   -  491 n/a 
North Elementary 619   -  700 14% incr 
Ridgedale Elementary 285   -  403 41% incr 
Riverside Elementary 197   -  cons n/a 
Skyview Elementary n/a   -  452 n/a 
Suncrest Primary 164   -  257 57% incr 
Waitman Barbe Elementary 88   -  cons n/a 
Westover Elementary 267   -  cons n/a 
Woodburn Elementary 210   -  227 8% incr 
total 4324  -  4906 13% incr 
average student body size for the 15 schools in 2005 
and the 11 schools in 2010 288  -  446 55% incr/5yrs 

average given Woodburn-Easton consolidation by 
2012 [all other data unchanged] 288  -  491 70% incr/7yrs 

average for the Morgantown area [minus Mason 
Dixon and Daybrook Elementaries] 2005-2010 300  -  456 52% incr/5yrs 

average for the Morgantown area [minus Mason 
Dixon & Daybrook Elementaries] 2005-2012 300  -  507 69% incr/7yrs 

http://boe.mono.k12.wv.us/
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V. D. [Note: Concerned that Woodburn parents remained largely in the dark about the school district’s plans for 
closure and consolidation, Susan Eason and Katy Ryan asked on May 25 that the school district approve the 
following letter to be sent home to parents. On June 2, we learned that the letter had not been approved. The 
Superintendent sent word that he would communicate with parents his own memo. This memo arrived on the third 
and second to last day of class amid a flurry of end-of-the-year materials and did not have the street address for the 
June 8 meeting. The following is the letter that was denied for distribution to parents.] 
 
 
To Woodburn Parents: 
 
The Mon County School Board proposes closing Woodburn and consolidating with Easton.  
Everyone agrees that Woodburn needs to be massively upgraded or totally rebuilt. The question is how and where.  
 α Would you like a new school in the Woodburn or Jerome Park neighborhood?  
 α Would you like a new school on the existing Woodburn site? 
 α Do you prefer the small student body or would you prefer consolidation with a larger student body?  
 α Are you in favor of consolidation, or opposed, or don't care as long as the school site is good?  
 α Do you want to send your children to school on the Mileground at the intersection of 705 and 119? Or 
would you prefer your children go to a new school at a different site? 
 
PLEASE ATTEND THESE IMPORTANT MEETINGS TO DISCUSS THESE QUESTIONS 
Mon County School Board to Discuss Possible Sites for a New Woodburn School  
June 8 at 7:00 PM 
13 South High Street 
Open to the Public (chance to speak at the beginning of the meeting) 
 
Public Hearing on Closing Woodburn 
June 24 at 6:00 at Morgantown High School (open forum) 
 
Come to the meetings to let your voice be heard, to make your values and opinions count. 
 
If you would like more information or to be part of an informal discussion about the school proposal, contact Katy 
Ryan (kohearnr@mail.wvu.edu); 304.381.2296.  
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VI. Woodburn School Initiative Timeline 
 

June 9, 2008  Woodburn Association of Neighbors (WAN) representatives met with Dr. Devono and Nancy 
Walker at Crosley's to outline our vision for a new green school. We brought the SBA's green 
school initiative to their attention. BOE reps outlined concerns over site size being able to 
handle a larger school. Mayor Justice and City Manager Boroff were to meet with Dr. Devono 
for further discussions. 

 
Aug 28, 2008  WAN minutes show that Justice/Boroff/Devono/Walker meeting occurred and "wasn't  

positive." BOE reps said a new school for less than 300 students was unlikely. No talk (at least 
to us) of a Mileground school or consolidation of Woodburn/Easton. (Minutes available) 

 
Oct 13, 2009 Mon BOE votes unanimously to proceed with applying to the WV School Building Authority  

(SBA) for funds for a LEED design school project in Mon County. 
 
Oct 20, 2009 First CEFP meeting at MHS. Attendance was very small.  
 
Oct 26, 2010 Mon BOE annual countywide Local School Improvement Council (LSIC) meeting sparsely  

attended. Board member Harvey expresses disappointment that not more parents are in 
attendance. Many parents did not know about the meeting. 

 
Nov 1, 2009 Mon BOE applies to WV School Building Authority seeking funds for a LEED  

Certified school. 
 
Nov 4, 2009 Ron Justice, Mayor Byrne, BOE members Kelly and Statler, Councilpersons Spencer  

and Shamberger, Chris Haddox, Donna Hartman and Andrea Soccorsi met at Crosley's to 
discuss the BOE's desire to pursue a new green school. BOE members outlined a timeframe 
indicating the SBA would consider projects in mid-April 2010 and that the BOE needed to 
have a completed proposal to SBA by mid-March, 2010. Statler asked if the neighborhood was 
dead set on keeping the existing building and the answer was no, to which Statler sighed some 
relief. 

 
Nov 19, 2009 Follow-up meeting at Crosely's with Bill Byrne, Donna Hartman, Chris Haddox, Ron  

Justice, Marti Shamberger to view map overlay of properties that fall in the 7-acre area around 
Woodburn prepared by Chris Fletcher. 

 
Nov 2009  At some meeting this month, the School Board voted to amend the CEFP to reflect  

the closing of Woodburn and Easton. This vote is not in the publicly available minutes. On 
December 16, 2009, the state BOE approved the amendment. According to the SBA 
Handbook, "major revisions to the CEFP [including closings]. . .are to be submitted to the SBE 
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and the SBA by December 1 each year." So—approx two weeks before the deadline in the 
final year of the ten-year CEFP, the BOE instituted a major change.  

 
Dec 8, 2009 Met at Crosely's (Haddox, Byrne, Shamberger, Hartman). Byrne outlined apparent support for  

UHS site from both BOE and WVU. Shortly thereafter, Byrne reported that BOE would not 
support the site. 

 
Jan XX, 2010 Chris Haddox, Ryan Hess and Michael Mills of the Mills Group walk the Woodburn site to  

ponder how it could be used for a newly constructed school.  
 
Jan  2010  Second CEFP Community Dialogue held. 
 
Jan 16, 2010 WAN Woodburn School task force met and determined that BOE was going to forge ahead.  
 
Feb 1, 2010 WAN met to bring everyone up to speed on proposed new school and the CEFP. WAN  

member and member of the Mon County CEFP Steering Committee shares with the group her 
frustration with the CEFP process, specifically lack of true input from the steering committee. 
WAN decided to call a meeting with BOE at the Woodburn School. (Minutes available) 

 
Feb 25, 2010 WAN meets with Dr. Devono, Nancy Walker, Joe Statler. Devono outlined the finances.  

When asked why the BOE could not leave Woodburn out of the Easton equation, he flatly 
said our student numbers were needed for the proposal. WAN asked the BOE to partner in 
hiring Michael Mills to do site drawings for a 450-student school on the current site. They 
explained they couldn't do this due to time and need for it to go out to public bid, but Devono 
said he would ask the Board to vote in favor of him asking hired architectural firm, Williamson 
and Shriver to do a site analysis of the current Woodburn site and property adjacent to the old 
UHS site. (Minutes available) 

 
Feb 25, 2010 City Council approves a letter from the city to be sent to Mon BOE saying the city supports  

keeping schools in neighborhoods in the city. 
 
March 9, 2010 WAN members went to the March 9, 2010, meeting of Mon BOE and asked the Board to  

approve Devono's request to ask Williamson and Shriver to do the site analysis. The Board 
voted in favor of this. Architect Ted Shriver was at the meeting and said he would put together 
a survey that would ask folks to rank the three sites using rankings similar to the UHS siting. 
The Board made it clear they didn't want one site revealed. They said they would ask "site 
evaluation committee members" to sign a confidentiality waiver. They said the site evaluation 
committee would be made up of 2 community reps and 4 staff/faculty from each school.  

 
March 11, 2010 Shriver's office e-mailed the site review analysis (attached). The group is asked to rank 3  

sites...the current Woodburn site, the old UHS site and the site described only as "near or along 
the Mileground" according to 17 criteria. The "analysis" was to be completed and returned to 
the architect by close of business the next day. There was not one bit of objective data and the 
location of the preferred site was not divulged.... [how can you even begin to make a 
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comparison?] Haddox completes his and attaches an addendum with his notes about the 
subjectivity and uselessness of the survey. [Was taxpayer money spent on this farce just to 
pacify the public?]  

 
March 23, 2010 The BOE has a special meeting to review the results of the site analysis. No surprise that the  

site "near or along the Mileground" was the clear winner. At the meeting, Haddox presented a 
10-point argument against the BOE's proposal to the SBA. A copy of those points was given to 
the secretary. 

  
Mon BOE minutes show: 
 "Upon the recommendation of Superintendent Devono, a motion was made by Vice-president Statler, seconded by Board Member 
Kelly, and passed unanimously to approve the Mileground site for the construction of a new school that will accommodate the students 
currently assigned to Easton Elementary School and Woodburn Elementary School with the following consideration: 1. The Board and 
WVU agree upon terms for the conveyance of the property from WVU to the Board, and 2. The WV SBA approve funding for the 
construction of the new school, and"3/ The Board approve the closure of Easton and Woodburn Elementary schools and: 4. The West 
Virginia Board of Education ha pre-approved the amendment of the district's Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan to reflect the 
closure of Easton and Woodburn and the construction of a new school on the Mileground. It is further moved that the Board reserve the 
option to select a more desirable school site should such a site become available for acquisition by the Board." (Mon BOE Minutes, 
March 23, 2010 
 
Around March 29, 2010   

A member of Governor Joe Manchin's staff called Susan Eason/Chris Haddox to say she has received word 
through a family member and letters to Governor Manchin that Woodburn residents are opposed to the 
consolidation of Woodburn and the proposed building of a green school on the Mileground Road. Eason 
returned the call and learned that Mark Manchin has been informed of these concerns. The staff member 
reported to Eason that Manchin would be willing to meet with a group from the Woodburn Association. The 
SBA will meet on April 26 to vote on proposals, so make arrangements soon. The staff member mentions it 
would be most helpful to take a WV State delegate to the meeting. 

 
April 6, 2010 Eason called SBA Director Mark Manchin to set up a time to meet. Manchin explained that the  

group should meet soon, before April 14, as that is when the agenda and his recommendations 
for submitted proposals will be sent out. He mentions he will be in Morgantown for a meeting 
to talk about green design the next day. He ponders having us meet him after that 2:00 p.m. 
meeting but then decides he would not have enough time to give to our concerns as he has to 
be in a meeting in Fairmont. Eason and Manchin talk at some length about the concerns that 
the process is moving too quickly, has had little opportunity for community input and that the 
proposed sight has very little sustainable or green qualities about it. Over the phone, Eason 
learns that acreage waivers can easily be requested with any proposal and that it is the SBA 
that grants those waivers at its discretion. Eason and Manchin make plans for members of the 
Woodburn group to meet in Charleston on Monday, April 12 at 11:30 a.m. 

 
April 6, 2010  Susan Eason conveys to Chris Haddox that Mark Manchin will be meeting with a colleague of  

his on April 7 at 2:00 p.m. to discuss green building. Haddox sends an email request asking if 
he might attend this meeting with Manchin. Haddox is welcomed.  
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April 7, 2010 Chris Haddox attends small meeting with Mark Manchin, not realizing until arrival that it  
would also include Dr. Devono and a representative of a major construction company. The 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss interest in incorporating alternative engineering 
technologies into the Mon BOE proposed green school building. At that meeting, Dr. Manchin 
expressed his enthusiasm over this project and that the SBA would find the money to make this 
work. [Recall, this is prior to the SBA meeting to decide on the proposal.]  

 
April 12, 2010 Susan Eason, Tom Shamberger and Chris Haddox meet with Dr. Mark Manchin of the WV  

SBA in Charleston. Among matters discussed were the site size waiver process and the 
timeline of the proposal. Also, the SBA's view on green design was challenged. It was 
acknowledged by both Manchin and the Woodburn group, that having the LEED Accredited 
Professional architect as the only filter for pulling off a green vision was conflicted since the 
architect stood to get 6-7% of this project and he was more in a position to deliver what the 
BOE wanted, rather than bring a larger vision to the project. We asked what guidelines for 
green design the SBA gives to the local school boards. They said they had none other than the 
requirement that a county board hire an architectural firm with a LEED AP architect. Manchin 
stated that the Green Funding program was only two years old and still evolving. Manchin 
went on to say it was late in the game to be having this discussion and that he foresaw 
absolutely no reason why the SBA would not approve this project for the $12,000,000. He also 
countered BOE President Nancy Walker’s claims that the SBA said it would not consider the 
current Woodburn site as a possibility. As he put it, "Dr. Devono called to tell me that 
President Walker threw me under the bus."  

 
Additionally, en route to the meeting in Charleston, the group gets wind of talk of that the BOE 
is looking at another possible site on the Mileground (WAJR show with Bob Bell).  

 
April 13, 2010 Haddox and Shamberger, along with other Woodburn residents, attended the BOE meeting.   

Haddox reads a letter crafted in response to the meeting with Dr. Manchin.  
 
April 15, 2010 Eason is invited by Kay Murray to be on WAJR to share about the Woodburn resident's  

meeting with SBA director, Mark Manchin. BOE president Nancy Walker calls in to give her 
perspective. (pod cast available) 

 
April 19, 2010 WAN holds its regular meeting. Group decides to organize a protest against the proposed green  

school site on the Mileground for Friday, April 30. (Minutes available) 
 
April 19, 2010 Eason sends email to WVU President Clements asking for an update on the status of the sale of  

the land to Mon BOE. On April 21, Sr. Associate VP for Finance, Dan Durbin, responds 
saying, "In short, there is no "deal" at this point. While the University has expressed an interest to sell property 
(we have several parcels of property across the county) to the BOE at fair market value, no specific parcel of land 
has been agreed upon in writing by both parties."  
Daniel Durbin 
Senior Associate Vice President for Finance 
  

April 20, 2010 Tony Christini attends the WV Department of Highways and Morgantown Metropolitan  
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Planning Organization (MPO) public hearing regarding the expansion of Mileground Road into 
a 4-lane or a 5-lane road. Christini learns that either option will move the road 100-200 feet 
closer to the proposed school site. Also learns the Mon BOE will need to do a Traffic Impact 
Study. View plan at 
http://www.transportation.wv.gov/highways/engineering/comment/wv705connector/Pages/defa
ult.aspx

 
April 23, 2010 Eason and several others send letters/emails to SBA and Governor Manchin opposing the site  

location and consolidation of the proposed Green School. 
 
April 26, 2010 Woodburn Association of Neighbor members are encouraged to email President Clements and  

members of the WV BOG asking them not to sell WVU Farm land to Mon BOE. Four or five 
that we know of send letters.  

 
April 26, 2010 The SBA awards Mon County BOE $8,618,400.00 toward the $15,566,021 school project for a  

green school on the Mileground. 
  
April 27, 2010 Frank Devono and Becky Mattern appear on WAJR to discuss CEFP and Green School.  

Devono states they are looking at purchasing nearly 7 acres from WVU for $325,000/acre, but 
there are other site considerations. (pod cast available) 

 
April 28, 2010 Tony Christini from WAN invited by Kay Murray to speak on WAJR about the planned protest  

of the Mileground site. (pod cast available) 
 
April 29, 2010 BOE candidates begin appearing on the WAJR morning talk show. Board member Parsons  

states that the BOE has not ruled out sending some Easton kids to Cheat Lake.   
 
April 28, 2010 Marti and Tom Shamberger talk with BOE member Barbara Parsons after a candidate's forum.  

They ask Parsons if the application that was submitted by Mon BOE had contingencies for site 
plans. She said it did. Tom explained to her the conversation with Mark Manchin saying that if 
the site on the Mileground wasn't chosen then the application had to be resubmitted.  

 
April 29, 2010 Members of the Woodburn Association of Neighbors meet with a WV House Delegate to  

convey concerns about the consolidation of Woodburn and the site selection on the 
Mileground. 

 
April 30, 2010 Members of Woodburn Association of Neighbors hold a protest at the intersection of WV 705  

and the Mileground (US 119) to create awareness about the poor selection of site. Twenty-four 
people attend from 3-6 p.m. One counter protester, Dr. Chuck Whiteman from Easton attends 
with his own sign showing favor for the school. (He agrees that the best solution would be two 
small schools.) A Face Book page, No More Traffic on the Mileground and a website, 
www.Milegroundmadness.org were created to help promote the cause. 

 
May 2, 2010 Folks who sent emails to WVU President and Narvel Weese, VP for Finance, receive the  

http://www.transportation.wv.gov/highways/engineering/comment/wv705connector/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.transportation.wv.gov/highways/engineering/comment/wv705connector/Pages/default.aspx
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following email: 
Susan,  

West Virginia University has agreed to and will continue to explore various land options with the Board of 
Education. The University has committed to consider various sites and therefore believe we have an obligation to 
continue those discussions. While I am supportive of your position to maintain a Woodburn neighborhood school, 
the University would encourage you to work with the Board of Education. The University views the location of the 
new school as an issue for the Board of Education and the community at large. Thanks for bringing your concerns 
to our attention and best of luck as you pursue your goal maintaining a school in the Woodburn neighborhood.  

Sincerely,  
Narvel 
Narvel G. Weese, Jr. 
  
May 3, 2010 Haddox emails Mon BOE asking to view the full proposal, geo-technical analysis for the  

Mileground site or if not done, plans for when that is to be done, contingencies around the land 
purchase, and cost figures of site related over-runs on UHS and Mountainview schools. He 
emails WV SBA asking if there is a minimum size school student population requirement for 
receiving SBA funds and what the formula cost per square foot for an elementary school is. 

 
May 5, 2010 Haddox calls BOE to see if request is in process. Gets message that the web person is tending  

to a family illness and has not gotten to the request. Later calls and learns that Dr. Devono has 
replied with e-mail. Devono reports they are gathering the information for Haddox to see at the 
Board office next week.  

 
   Haddox left phone message with WV SBA asking when his request would be considered.  
 
May 12. 2010 Haddox picks up information from BOE office and talks with Dr. Devono and Randy Graft  

(project manage for BOE projects). Haddox learns of a geotechnical assessment for the 
Mileground site that was dated March 9, 2010 that states site has a "very high potential for 
subsidence." Haddox had asked for this information when participating in the "site review 
analysis" on March 12, but it was not provided. Haddox also sees in the BOE proposal to the 
SBA that the site is not secured AND that a worst case scenario would be to build on the 
existing site (something the BOE said could not happen and that the SBA would not approve). 
It appears that the BOE is trying to give themselves an out for keeping the money if the 
preferred site does not come through.  

 
May 12, 2010 Woodburn residents meet with WV Delegate and attorneys Bob Bastruss and Todd Phillips to  

discuss the situation.  
 
May 17, 2010 CEFP public meeting. 25 speakers take the microphone. Many are from Suncrest speaking in  

favor of small, neighborhood based elementary schools and keeping theirs open. The 
Superintendent has verbally indicated he will not recommend the CEFP proposal to convert 
Suncrest Elementary into a pre-K facility. Woodburn arguments are much the same as 
Suncrest, yet the Board members and the folks from Easton School claim that nostalgia is the 
reason Woodburn residents are fighting for their school. No one from the Woodburn 
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contingent has used nostalgia as a valid argument. All speakers on the Woodburn topic indicate 
the need for a new facility. Some favor consolidation, others do not.   

 
May 18, 2010  Ryan emailed her public comments to Barbara Parsons, who was not present at the CEFP  

hearing, and cc’d the Board asking for confirmation that the BOE email address directed mail 
to each Board member. No response as of June 14, 2010.  

  
May 21, 2010 After unsuccessful attempts to get information on the program for the new school, Haddox  

heard from the architect, Ted Shriver, that a program does not yet exist. All he can say is that 
the school will be around 50,000 sqft and that he has some ideas about program, but will wait 
until the closure hearings to share that. How many other Boards of Education that applied for 
SBA funding were afforded that opportunity?  

 
May 24, 2010 Haddox requests info from SBA as per below. Has not rec'd reply as of June 14, 2010.  
 
Dr. Paine, Dr. Manchin and Mr. Sneed, 
  
I am requesting copies of the Mon County BOE full proposal that was recently funded for $8.6 million. I would like to see the 
full proposal and all accompanying documentation that was submitted. The 6 page proposal I received from the Mon BOE 
seems hardly adequate for such a competitive process, especially in light of the conversation between Dr. Manchin, myself 
and two others from Morgantown on April 12 in Charleston at the SBA offices where Dr. Manchin stated that the 
applications have to be very thorough. The Mon BOE application does not appear to have included any program for the 
proposed school facility and no land had been secured. That the BOE is now considering other parcels of land other than 
the two identified as potential sites in the SBA proposal runs counter to Dr. Manchins explanation of the limitations placed 
on Board's and their plans.  
  
I would also like your interpretation of the following statement that appears in the copy of their September 23, 2009 
submission to the SBA: "the worst case scenario would be to build on the existing site." 
  
I would also like to see a listing what each BOE was required to submit for consideration in the last funding round along with 
the SBA's rationale for funding/denying other competitive applications.  
  
I am requesting this information on Monday, May 24, 2010 at 2:36 p.m..  
   
May 28, 2010 Susan Eason and Katy Ryan compose a letter to Woodburn parents providing information  

about the upcoming meetings and request that the letter be distributed to Woodburn parents 
through the school. (See VII) They also write a letter inviting Woodburn staff to share their 
ideas for a new school and asked that this letter be distributed. On June 2, the Superintendent 
denied the letter to parents and approved the letter to staff. On June 3, the Superintendent sent 
out a memo to Woodburn parents with information about the upcoming meetings. It did not 
include the street address for the upcoming Board meeting.  

 
June 1, 2010  Ryan emailed Walker to find out if the audience would be able to ask questions of the architect  

at the June 8 meeting. Walker responded, “that is not usually how it goes but we realize there will 
be some public questions arising.” 
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June 8, 2010 Over fifty community members attend the Board meeting. At least seven people make public  
comments in favor of a rebuilt Woodburn school and against the Mileground, including Mark 
Brazaitis, Karen Woodfork, Joe Scotti, Eason, Ryan, Christini, and a Suncrest resident; one 
Easton parent speaks in favor of the Mileground site. Haddox presents a proposal for a 450-
student new green school on the existing Woodburn site. Mike Kelly asks questions of his 
detailed proposal.  

 
Ted Shriver presents nineteen sites that the Board had considered—several of these are in flood 
plains or not acquirable. After a few audience members ask questions of Shriver during the 
presentation, Walker announces that there will be no more questions because of time 
constraints. Shriver is invited to comment on the Woodburn community’s proposal, but 
Haddox is not invited to speak to his concerns about the Mileground site. It is, for many, a 
frustrating meeting. Woodburn representatives receive over 15 emails from separate attendees 
expressing outrage at the proceedings. Ryan speaks at length with Easton parent after the 
meeting. Plenty of common ground—concerns about school size, length of travel to school, 
best educational practices. 

 
June 10, 2010  Mike Kelly speaks on WAJR Jim and Kay show. He says there is not enough room for  

growth at the Woodburn site. Haddox indicated that reasonable growth could be planned at the 
Woodburn site over time, and since the projected student growth for the next decade in Mon 
Cty is very low, that would be sufficient—especially since a priority of the Woodburn 
Initiative is a relatively small school. Kelly indicated that the only thing that would make him 
change his vote about the Mileground was someone coming forward with a lot of free and flat 
land. The Board’s decision appears to have been made prior to the public closure hearings.  

 
June 14, 2010 Haddox writes to the WV Dept of Education the following and receives the below response: 
 
From: Chris Haddox [mailto:chrishaddox@verizon.net]  
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 3:55 PM 
To: dvermill@access.k12.wv.us 
Cc: Virginia Harris; Katy Ryan; Barbara Fleishauer 
Subject: information request third try 
  
Ms. Vermilion, 
  
On 5/24/10 and again on 6/2/10 I tried to contact Dr. Paine through the e-mail listed on the WV Department of Education 
website.  I assumed the e-mail was for his administrative assistant.  Both requests yielded no response. Today I checked 
with Ms. Harris at the WV Department of Education and she confirmed this e-mail is indeed the appropriate contact for Dr. 
Paine. Could you please provide an explanation of why my inquiries have gone unanswered?  
  
Thank you for your assistance. 
  
Chris Haddox 
 
From: Darcel Vermillion
To: 'Chris Haddox'

mailto:dvermill@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:chrishaddox@verizon.net
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Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 4:14 PM 
Subject: RE: information request third try 
 
Mr. Haddox, 
  
Your email of May 24, 2010 (2:39 p.m.) was shared with Dr. Paine on the day it was received.  However, Dr. Paine has 
been in meetings with Governor Manchin and the legislative working committee for several weeks in addition to his 
obligations to attend several other board and commission meetings.  Email was not available to him during these meetings 
and he has worked diligently to catch up on incoming correspondence.  
  
Your follow-up email of June 2, 2010 (9:42 p.m.) was again shared with Dr. Paine and was forwarded per his direction to 
Ms. Heather Deskins, General Counsel for the WV Department of Educationon June 4.  Your email below will also be 
forwarded to Ms. Deskins.  I am certain you will hear from her as time permits.  If you would like to contact her directly, you 
may do so athdeskins@access.k12.wv.us or by phone at (304) 558-3667.  
  
Ms. Darcel Vermillion 
Assistant to the State Superintende t of Schools n
E-mail:  dvermill@access.k12.wv.us 
  
 
June 15, 2010  Haddox files a complaint with the WV Board of Architecture against Ted Shriver  
 
 
Prepared by Chris Haddox, Susan Eason, and Katy Ryan 
May 5 2010  
 
Revised May10, 2010 
 
Revised June 15, 2010 

 

mailto:hdeskins@access.k12.wv.us
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VII. PETITION 
 

WOODBURN ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBORS 
PETITION TO THE MON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
The Woodburn Association of Neighbors is seeking signatures to this petition regarding the Monongalia County 
Board of Education's proposed Consolidated Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP). Your signature below indicates 
your agreement with our concerns. This petition will be submitted to the Mon County Board of Education as part 
of the public commentary on the proposed CEFP plan. Thank you for your support.   
 
WE ARE FOR: 
 
 1.  A new or significantly renovated school building on the existing Woodburn site.   
 
 2.    A new building for students in the largely disconnected Easton catchment area.        
  This could be the soon-to-be vacant Cheat Lake Middle School. 
 
 3.    Long-term neighborhood stabilization that comes with strong neighborhood schools and  

the benefits it provides school-age children and their families 
 

4.   Fairness, openess and public inclusivity from the earliest stages when the Board of 
Education plans for facilities. 
 

5.   Maintaining the current Suncrest Primary School as a K-3 school.  
 
 WE ARE AGAINST: 
 
 1.    Consolidating Woodburn and Easton schools 
 
 2.     A new school on the Mileground 
 
 3.     The closure and removal of neighborhood schools in favor of fringed-based  
    schools that promote sprawl and disconnect students from communities. 
 
***As of June 15, 247 residents of Mon County have signed this petition. Supporters reside in the Morgantown 
areas of Suncrest, South Park, Jerome Park, Woodburn, Cheat Lake, among other neighborhoods, and in the 
western end of the county. The signatures will be submitted to the Mon County BOE on June 18.  
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VIII. Complaint Filed with  
West Virginia Board of Architecture 

 
VIII. A. Complaint filed by Chris Haddox 
 
6/12/10 
 
Mr. Jeffrey Kreps, President 
WV Board of Architecture 
5th Avenue, Suite 220 
PO Box 9125 
Huntington, WV  25704-0125 
 
RE: Complaint against Mr. Ted Shriver  
 
Dear Mr. Kreps, 
 
I am writing to file a complaint against Mr. Ted Shriver concerning his involvement with the Monongalia County 
Board of Education (BOE). Mr. Shriver has been hired by the Mon BOE to assist in the development of a new 
school utilizing recently awarded School Building Authority (SBA) funding from the State of West Virginia. This 
project would result in the closing of two schools, Woodburn and Easton Elementary Schools, and the subsequent 
development of a new consolidated school. Mr. Shriver has consistently withheld information, disseminated 
misinformation, and dodged questions from the public to elevate the Mon BOE's preferred site for the new school 
(the Mileground) and downplay the usable, existing site of Woodburn Elementary. The following is a detailed 
accounting of Mr. Shriver’s lack of ethical behavior in this matter.  
 
March 11, 2010:  In response to a request from the Mon BOE, Mr. Shriver designed a site review matrix to be 
completed by members from the community. The review was supposedly designed to gather useful information 
about three potential building sites. Fourteen individuals were chosen to complete the review, six from each 
school involved in the closure/consolidation project, plus two "neutral" citizens. The review matrix was e-mailed 
on Thursday, March 11, with instructions to return the completed review by 4:00 the following day, Friday, 
March 12, 2010.   
Upon opening the matrix, I could see that we had been given an invalid measure. Laypersons from the community 
were asked to rank three sites on seventeen different criteria. The following made this a demonstrably flawed 
request:  
• The survey failed to divulge the location of the site that we now refer to as the Mileground site.   
• There was a complete lack of hard data about any of the sites. My specific request for geo-technical analysis 
of the sites went unanswered by Mr. Shriver. 
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• The BOE had, at this point in time, a report on the Mileground site from TRIAD Engineering dated March 3, 
2010 that closed by summarizing that "the site in question has a very high potential for subsidence.”  
Surely, Mr. Shriver was aware of this report, or should have been, and failed to make it available to those 
completing the site review. Any results generated by this frivolous exercise were completely subjective and 
undoubtedly non-repeatable with a different set of respondents. This exercise was a waste of taxpayer money and 
clearly designed to build a case for the BOE's preferred site and against all other sites.    
 
SUMMARY OF CHARGE:  Frivolous expenditure of taxpayer monies; deliberately rigging a survey 
instrument; failure to provide requested information that was in hand.   
 
 
March 23, 2010:  At a BOE meeting on March 23, 2010, with public in attendance, Mr. Shriver presented his 
"findings" from the site review. As expected, the BOE's preferred site was the clear winner. When questioned 
about the source of the numbers he presented, Mr. Shriver did not clarify his process. I questioned the Board 
about the process by which a school board can request a waiver to WVDE Policy 6200 site size guidelines. Mr. 
Shriver stated that he did not believe any school project in WV had been granted a waiver. This is untrue. At a 
meeting in April, SBA director Mark Manchin said that he could think of three schools that had received waivers 
“off the top of his head.” 
 
 
SUMMARY OF CHARGE: Deliberately withholding information related to the evaluation of the sites in 
question; negligently providing misinformation about site size waivers.   
 
 
June 8, 2010: At a BOE meeting on June 8, 2010, with at least fifty community members in attendance, Mr. 
Shriver made a presentation that drew understandable laughter from the audience. Mr. Shriver revisited his 
summary of the aforementioned site review analysis, only this time withholding additional information from his 
spreadsheet, choosing only to show totals and to reassert his claim that the Mileground site was the clear winner 
according to a community panel of respondents. When asked by the public about the data missing from his table, 
he replied that he did have that, but he deliberately chose to not present it so as to not confuse anyone. Upon 
continued requests to share the information, he failed to do so.   
 
In response to an alternative, three-story Woodburn school proposal that had been designed and presented by 
community members, Mr. Shriver said that he "thought" that National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) would 
not allow a three-story school. He went on to say that he could not point to any ruling by the WV State Fire 
Marshall, but he recounted some experience he had where he had to redesign due to level of exist discharge 
issues. There is nothing in the NFPA 2009 that will prevent a three-story school so long as construction type 
requirements are met. A discussion with the WV State Fire Marshall confirmed this.  
 
To make the argument that the Mileground site outranked the Woodburn site in the Community 
Connectivity/Development Density and the Alternative Transportation credit areas of the Sustainable Sites 
category of the LEED for Schools rating system, Mr. Shriver stated that the Woodburn neighborhood did not any 
bus lines. There are two different bus lines, which stop within 100 feet of the school site.  
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Mr. Shriver attempted to paint a picture of the Mileground site as being located in a more walkable area than the 
Woodburn location, even in the absence of sidewalks along the most congested stretch of road in Morgantown. 
He attempted to appease the chuckling crowd by saying he had asked the WV Division of Highways to please put 
sidewalks on the proposed school side, so that there would be a walking route to the variety of services along the 
Mileground. In his summary of services within a half-mile of the site, Mr. Shriver failed to include the Hot Spots 
and strip bar, yet he made sure to point out the “taverns” (local restaurants) that are within 1/2 mile of the 
Woodburn site. Mr. Shriver attempted to show that the Woodburn site was only within walking distance of a few 
taverns and a church. A study of goods/service located within 1/2 mile of the Woodburn site AND with walking 
routes to them, indicates that the site easily complies with this LEED credit. There are at least ten such services.  
 
Mr. Shriver again failed to apprise his client, which by default is the public, of needed information by not 
mentioning that waivers can be sought to address acreage guidelines. The BOE's own successfully funded 
proposal to the SBA includes the option of rebuilding on the existing Woodburn site, so clearly Mr. Shriver knew 
that a waiver was possible.  
 
 
SUMMARY OF CHARGES:  Failure to exercise due diligence in his study of the LEED potential for each site; 
failure to mention how the Woodburn site could potentially earn points under the Materials and Resources 
category for C&D waste diversion, reuse of materials and local materials; deliberately making false and 
misleading statements about both the BOE’s preferred site and the existing Woodburn site; failure to exercise due 
diligence. 
 
 
I look forward to discussing this matter with you and to clarify, if necessary, any of the instances described above. 
While Mr. Shriver may be a competent architect, he has displayed a consistent lack of professionalism and ability 
in this particular situation. For 6-7% of a $15,000,000 project, Mr. Shriver should be bringing far more to the 
table.    
 
Sincerely, 
Chris Haddox 
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VIII. B. MISINFORMATION ON LEED CRITERIA AT JUNE 8 BOE MEETING 
 
Sent 9/11/2010 from Susan Eason to the BOE 
 
Dear Friends- 
  
I know that I am beating a dead horse, but architect Ted Shriver's LEED presentation to the BOE and the public 
left me angry. Ted Shriver either knowingly or due to lack of effort presented inaccurate/false/misleading 
information about how the LEED rating system and its associated points could play out on the various sites.  
  
The LEED rating system can be worked a variety of ways and Ted did not accurately present the potential of the 
Woodburn site to earn as many, if not more, points under the Site Selection category than the Mileground 
site. The BOE and the public should know that the site being chosen does not have the same potential to earn the 
highest LEED Site Selection Credit's as the Woodburn site.  
  
Let me focus for a minute on the specific Site Selection criteria that Ted focused on last night: Development 
Density and Community Connectivity. Under this criteria a project can earn points by following 1 of 2 options as 
outlined below (see full LEED for Schools Document at 
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=7248 ):  
  
OPTION 1: This option calls for developing on a previously developed site AND in a community with a 
minimum density of 60,000 sqft per acre (which is based on a development density of a typical 2 story downtown 
development and this must include the area of the project being built).  
 
OR 
 
OPTION 2: This option calls for developing OR renovating a building on a site that meets ALL of the following 
criteria: 
  
- Is located on a previously developed site 
- Is within 1/2 mile of a residential area with avg density of 10 units/acre 
- Is within 1/2 mile of at least 10 basic services 
- Had pedestrian access between the building and the services 
  
Please note that both options call for developing on a PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED site. Woodburn definitely 
meets that. It is not so clear if the Mileground site would meet that criteria. A determination would be made by 
the Green Building Certification Institute, the entity that ultimately reviews and approves/disapproves all LEED 
projects. 
  
As for goods and services and the pedestrian access between the project and the services, Woodburn has that 
already. The Mileground MIGHT have that at some future date, but this would require sidewalks to be built along 
the school side of the Mileground and operational within 1 year of school occupancy.  
  

http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=7248


 

68

Within a half mile radius of Woodburn, Shriver failed to note that there are at least 10 services that you can walk 
to. They are: Wes Banco, two churches, two Dairy Mart convenience stores, a nail shop, the Dominion Post, 
Marilla Park pool and tennis courts, Townhill Laundry Mat, The Handbag Boutique, Town Hill Bar and Grill, 
Richwood Grill, Mario's Fishbowl, Whitemore Park, Division of Motor Vehicles, Superior Photo, Brockway Hair 
Salon, Brockway Mini Mart, Suds Car Wash, 3 Piano studios and the Marilla Community Center. This LEED 
credit criteria could potentially earn 4 points.  
  
So...on this credit Ted was misleading at best.  
  
Another Sustainable Site credit Ted focused on was the one dealing with availability of Public Transportation. 
This credit gives 4 options for meeting the criteria. The only one of the 4 options that would potentially work for 
either the Woodburn or Mileground sites is Option 2: Bus Stop Proximity.  This option states: 
  
Locate project within 1/4 mile walking distance of 1 or more stops for 2 or more buslines. You can count the 
school bus stop as one of these lines.  
  
Last night people paused and gasped when Shriver said that Woodburn did not earn any points in the Public 
Transportation credit because there are no buses that run within a 1/4 mile of the site. People gasped because they 
knew that was wrong (a lie). There are two different buslines that stop at Richwood and Charles, 100 feet from 
the school--The Blue and Tyrone Rd. Mountain Public Bus Transportation. Additionally you can count the school 
buses. This credit earns the Woodburn site 6 additional points.  
    
Friends, that is 10 additional LEED points that Ted Shriver failed to acknowledge for the Woodburn site!!! 
   
In calculations with my husband Chris, who is a LEED AP like Ted Shriver, the Woodburn site could potentially 
earn at least 21 points (out of 24 for Site Selection points), putting it ahead of the 17 points (I believe) he recorded 
for the Mileground. Shriver is earning 6% of the $15 million dollar project, part of that is to show how his client's 
site preference would potentially earn the most LEED Site Selection points over others. What Shriver failed to do 
is show how the Woodburn site could earn just as many and probably more than the Mileground site. 
   
I am outraged that he has falsely presented this information, skewing the results to make it appear that the 
Mileground site objectively is the superior site. It is not. According to LEED Site Selection criteria, the current 
Woodburn site has the potential to earn more credit points than the Mileground. 
  
You should know that Ted Shriver has either not done the job he was hired to do with our tax dollars or has lied 
to the public. Either is a total disgrace. Do not be doped. It is outrageous what was presented last night. It was 
wrong! 
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IX. Statutes for Possible Legal Action 

RELEVANT STATUTES INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO: 
 

WEST VIRGINIA CODE 

CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 9A "SUNSHINE LAW" 
ARTICLE 9A. OPEN GOVERNMENTAL PROCEEDINGS. 
§ 6-9A-1. DECLARATION OF LEGISLATIVE POLICY. 

The Legislature hereby finds and declares that public agencies in this state exist for the singular purpose of 
representing citizens of this state in governmental affairs, and it is, therefore, in the best interests of the people of 
this state for the proceedings of public agencies to be conducted openly, with only a few clearly defined 
exceptions. The Legislature hereby further finds and declares that the citizens of this state do not yield their 
sovereignty to the governmental agencies that serve them. The people in delegating authority do not give their 
public servants the right to decide what is good for them to know and what is not good for them to know. The 
people insist on remaining informed so that they may retain control over the instruments of government created 
by them. 
 
Open government allows the public to educate itself about government decisionmaking through individuals' 
attendance and participation at government functions, distribution of government information by the press or 
interested citizens, and public debate on issues deliberated within the government. 
Public access to information promotes attendance at meetings, improves planning of meetings, and encourages 
more thorough preparation and complete discussion of issues by participating officials. The government also 
benefits from openness because better preparation and public input allow government agencies to gauge public 
preferences accurately and thereby tailor their actions and policies more closely to public needs.... 
 
CHAPTER 6B. PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES; ETHICS; CONFLICTS OF INTEREST; 
FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE. 
 
ARTICLE 1. SHORT TITLE; LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS, PURPOSES AND INTENT; 
CONSTRUCTION AND APPLICATION OF CHAPTER; SEVERABILITY. 

§6B-1-1. Short title. 
This chapter shall be known as the "West Virginia Governmental Ethics Act." 

§6B-1-2. Legislative findings, purpose, declaration and intent. 
(a) The Legislature hereby finds that the holding of a public office or public employment is a public trust. 
Independence and impartiality of public officials and public employees are essential for the maintenance of the 
confidence of our citizens in the operation of a democratic government. The decisions and actions of public 
officials and public employees must be made free from undue influence, favoritism or threat, at every level of 
government. Public officials and public employees who exercise the powers of their office or employment for 
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personal gain beyond the lawful emoluments of their position or who seek to benefit narrow economic or political 
interests at the expense of the public at large undermine public confidence in the integrity of a democratic 
government. 

§18-1-4. Vision 2020: An Education Blueprint for Two Thousand Twenty. 
(a) This section, together with section one-a, article one, chapter eighteen-b of this code and article one-d of said 
chapter, shall be known as and may be cited as Vision 2020: An Education Blueprint for Two Thousand Twenty. 

(4) The public education system will maintain and promote the health and safety of all students and will develop 
and promote responsibility, citizenship and strong character in all students… 

 

CONSTITUTION OF WEST VIRGINIA 

2-2.  POWERS OF GOVERNMENT IN CITIZENS.  
The powers of government reside in all the citizens of the state, and can be rightfully exercised only in 
accordance with their will and appointment. 
 
4-6.  PROVISIONS FOR REMOVAL OF OFFICIALS.  
All officers elected or appointed under this constitution, may, unless in cases herein otherwise provided for, be 
removed from office for official misconduct, incompetence, neglect of duty, or gross immorality, in such manner 
as may be prescribed by general laws, and unless so removed they shall continue to discharge the duties of their 
respective offices until their successors are elected, or appointed and qualified. 
 
12-1.  Education. 
The Legislature shall provide, by general law, for a thorough and efficient system of free schools.  
 
12-3.  County superintendents. 
The Legislature may provide for county superintendents and such other officers as may be necessary to carry out 
the objects of this article and define their duties, powers and compensation. 
 
12-9.  Certain acts prohibited. 
No person connected with the free school system of the state, or with any educational institution of any name or 
grade under state control, shall be interested in the sale, proceeds or profits of any book or other thing used, or to 
be used therein, under such penalties as may be prescribed by law: Provided, That nothing herein shall be 
construed to apply to any work written, or thing invented, by such person. 
 
 
MONONGALIA COUNTY FILE: 2- 03   SCHOOL BOARD POWERS AND DUTIES 
5. Estimate and seek to provide funds for the operation, support, maintenance, improvement and extension of the 
school system; 
 
MONONGALIA COUNTY FILE: 2- 08   SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER CODE OF ETHICS 
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I. 4. That my fellow board members and I must take the initiative in helping all the people of this county to have 
all the facts all the time about their schools, to the end that they will readily provide the finest possible school 
program, school staff, and school facilities. 

II. 5. To resist every temptation and outside pressure to use my position as a school board member to benefit 
either myself or any other individual or agency apart from the total interest of the school district. 

8. To welcome and encourage active cooperation by citizens, organizations, and the media of communication in 
the county with respect to establishing policy or current school operation and proposed future developments. 
 
MONONGALIA COUNTY FILE 3- 01   GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
PURPOSE 
The Board, Superintendent, and other members of the administrative team have the primary responsibility of 
designing an organization, which can accomplish the educational mission of the district in an effective, efficient, 
and economical manner. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY 
The Superintendent and the board have the overall administrative responsibility for the entire district.... Working 
cooperatively at the direction of the Superintendent and the Board, the administrators in Monongalia County are 
responsible for the long-range planning, resource determination, program implementation, and total evaluation 
necessary to provide the patrons of the public schools the best possible education at the lowest possible cost. 

 
MONONGALIA COUNTY FILE: 4- 01   FISCAL MANAGEMENT GOALS 
PURPOSE/RESPONSIBILITY 
With respect to the school system’s fiscal management, the Board seeks to achieve the following goals: 
1. To engage in thorough advance planning, with broad-based staff and Board involvement, in order to develop 
budgets and direct expenditures in order to achieve maximum contributions to the educational program in relation 
to dollars expended. 
 
2. To establish levels of funding which will provide high quality education for all students. 
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